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ACCESS for ELLs Data 
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PDE Mission for the Education of 
English Language Learners

• Provide for the maintenance and support of a 
thorough and efficient system of education which 
includes the provision of quality, culturally 
responsive, and equitable educational programs for 
English language learners and assurance of their 
appropriate participation in all aspects of the 
educational system.  

• Ensure that its programs will address the needs and 
rights of English language learners in all its initiatives 
throughout the entire process of planning and 
implementation.   
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PDE Vision for the Education of 
English Language Learners

•Promotes the recognition of English 
language learners and their parents as 
cultural and linguistic assets to the 
Commonwealth’s global initiatives. 

• Is committed to using its Standards 
Aligned System to ensure that English 
language learners receive core 
curriculum instruction and achieve high 
levels of academic success.
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BEC PA Code 4.26
Overview

State regulation, 22 Pa. Code § 4.26, declares:

Every school district shall provide a program for each student whose 
dominant language is not English for the purpose of facilitating the 
student's achievement of English proficiency and the academic 
standards under § 4.12 (relating to academic standards). Programs 
under this section shall include appropriate bilingual-bicultural or 
English as a second language ( ESL ) instruction.

As used here, the term "program" refers to: (1) planned instruction by 
a qualified ESL /Bilingual teacher, (2) adaptations/modifications in the 
delivery of content instruction by all teachers based on the student’s 
language proficiency level and the Pennsylvania Language Proficiency 
Standards (PA ELPS) for ELLs as well as the Pennsylvania academic 
standards. 
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BEC PA Code 4.26
Instructional Models

The Program model(s) that the LEA adopts for ELLs must be:

1)  based on an educational theory recognized as sound by some 
experts in the field or considered by experts as a legitimate 
experimental strategy;

2)  reasonably calculated, including provisions for resources and 
personnel, to implement the theory effectively; and

3)  evaluated and adjusted where needed to ensure language 
barriers are actually being overcome.

Castañeda v. Pickard, 648 F.2d 989 (1981) 
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Objectives

Participants will be able to:

• Create reports, graphs, or data files

• Conduct data queries and analyses

• Disaggregate on user-selected subgroup variables

• Drill down from summaries to individual students

• Print reports in PDF format or export to other software 
programs

• Track students' performance from year to year

• Analyze performance on ACCESS for ELLs
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What is the WIDA ACCESS for 
ELLs?

• The WIDA ACCESS for ELLs is the annual 
English Language Proficiency Assessment 
given to ALL English Language Learners 
(ELLs) in Pennsylvania public LEAs annually.

• It measures proficiency in Listening, Speaking, 
Reading, Writing, Comprehension, Literacy 
and Oral Language in both social and 
academic English.
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Why are WIDA ACCESS Scores 
important?

• They provide information about language 
proficiency which can be used to inform 
appropriate planned instruction for ELLs in the 
ESL/bilingual program and in other content 
area classes.

• Knowing the WIDA ACCESS level helps 
educators set fair expectations for ELLs in 
terms of tasks and performance.
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Why are WIDA ACCESS Scores important?

• WIDA ACCESS scores can show ELL progress 
over time. This is useful in:  program evaluation, 
data team meetings, and informing placement 
decisions for ELLs in various academic programs 
and services.

• WIDA ACCESS Data should be accessible to 
school leaders, program administrators, 
psychologists, IEP Teams, Parents, ESL teachers 
and content teachers, as well as other educators 
that make important educational decisions
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What is eMetric ACCESS for ELLs 
Data Interaction Tool?

A data tool that can be used by LEAs:

• to analyze WIDA ACCESS scores

• to view reports in graphic, numerical, and 
excel spreadsheet format

• that is provided free of charge to LEAs

• that requires a login
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How can eMetric ACCESS for ELLs 
Data Interaction Tool be used?

• Can compare data over multiple years, 
multiple schools, subject areas

• Can look at subgroup data (IEP, race, 
gender, etc.)

• Can find strengths and weaknesses by 
language domain (LSRW)

• Can “drill to roster” to find the names of 
students in different categories
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How can I access eMetric ACCESS 
for ELLs?

https://solutions.emetric.net/PAACCESS/

* Note: This data site is not to be confused with 
eMetric for PSSA data, which is a separate tool 
with a separate site.
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Program Evaluation and Student 
Performance

• eMetric ACCESS for ELLs Data Tool can 
provide much needed information for program 
evaluation and review as well as for student 
performance and informing instructional 
practices.

• This data can support LEAs in completing the 
LEP Report and AMAO Improvement 
Planning 
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Program Inquiry

• What does our data say?

• Why does the data show certain trends?

• Is our program compliant with basic requirements?

• Is our program rigorous? Is there sufficient 
instruction time? And is it daily?

• Do ESL Teachers and Content Teachers have time to 
Collaborate?

• What professional development do we need?

• Does our Title III plan meet our needs? 

eMetric ACCESS for ELLs Data Tool

What Data Do We Review?

• Assessment Data: WIDA ACCESS, PSSA, 

• Attendance Data

• Content Grades

• Discipline Reports

• Retention/Failure

• Professional Development Data

• Parent Communication/Involvement Data
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What Data Do We Review?

• ACCESS for ELLs assessment data on on 
eMetric at 
https://solutions.emetric.net/PAACCESS/

• ACCESS for ELLS Score Reports

– Teacher Reports

– Student Roster

– Longitudinal Roster

– Summary report

– District, School, Grade Level Cluster reports
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Questions?
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Contact Information
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Francine Dutrisac
IUs 1,2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15
fdutrisac@csc.csiu.org
(717)-321-6569 

Heidi Faust
IUs 7, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 27, 28, 
29
hfaust@csc.csiu.org
(610)-780-8712

Paula Zucker
IUs 4, 5, 6, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26
pzucker@csc.csiu.org
(215)-290-8988

PDE ESL CONTACTS

Linda Long
ESL/Bilingual Education Advisor

lilong@state.pa.us
(717)-783-6595

Tami Shaffer
Education Administration Associate

tshaffer@state.pa.us
(717)-705-3829


